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Ted's Cracks, 
to be distributed throughout Issue. 


They're calling ANYTHING "interactive"! 
Fox network announced in October '93 that they would go 
interactive by-- 
Inviting viewers to call in and say which series episodes they 
wanted to see; 
distributing 3D glasses; 
distributing scratch-and-sniff cards. 


CLIPPING OUR WINGS 
The government agencies want to spy on us routinely, and they've 
asked for something called the Clipper Chip to be installed in all 
equipment made in the USA. Then they'll give us Approved 
Cryptographic Methods-- but with the advance notification that 
they can listen in. Provided that we cooperate in using exactly the 
cryptographic methods they require so they CAN listen in. 
This Clipper Chip is a total red herring; any kid can defeat it. 
Don't you get it? THE REAL POINT IS THE ENABLING 
LEGISLATION THEY'LL WANT ALONG WITH THIS STUFF. 
They have to MAKE IT ILLEGAL TO ENCRYPT, OR TO ABET 
ENCRYPTION, EXCEPT THROUGH THE GOVERNMENT 
METHOD. Another sweeping law with discretionary enforcement. 
Don't be fooled by Cybercrud (the deceptive invocation of 
Technology to put something over on you). The Clipper Chip is 
just a token in the maneuvering to put through that legislation. 
IF ENCRYPTION IS OUTLAWED, ONLY @#+]4$@~%! 


ALL THESE SYSTEMS ALLOW YOU ONLY T*H*E*I*¥R 
CHOICES. 
A. J. Liebling said something like, "Freedom of the press is just for 
those who have one." 
And in most of this interactive world, you only get the choices 
THEY allow. Every production is like a soft-drink machine, with 
only the buttons they put on at the factory. Currently we have a 
Lord-Peon model of information distribution, where the 
Information Lords give us information in saucers to lap up. 
The point is to bring freedom of the press to everybody. 
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What is the alternative? OPEN HYPERMEDIA PUBLISHING, 
where anyone can create their OWN links to others’ material, isn't 
generally available yet. 

The Xanadu system, which I and colleagues have been working on 
for decades, isn't available yet. But in the meantime, something 
called World Wide Web is making some open hypermedia 
publishing possible on the Internet. 

Now to bring these things to a wider public. 


HOPING IT WORKS -- How my friend got to Design the System 


The new Big Interactive Video operations want to look like an 
unstoppable juggernaut. But to put together these new Interactive 
Supermedia, they're throwing pieces together in quite a hurry. 


One such outfit came to a video producer I know -- this is true -- 
and glowingly described a new interactive supernetwork they were 
putting together. 


He asked, "What will the system look like?" 


"WE WERE HOPING YOU'D HELP US WITH THAT," he was 
told. And they hired him to do a video about the sytem for its 
press rollout. 


The press loved the video. Little did they know that this new 
technological marvel was just what our independent video 
contractor whomped up in his office. 


24 HOURS IN A DAY! 


Can't we get them to change that? 

Otherwise there JUST ISN'T TIME. 

In fact, there are actually other things to do beside CONSUME 
MEDIA! 

It was a shock when I realized I would never have time for all the 
books I wanted to read, let alone for the movies and games and 
interactive media that now beckon. What's a person to do? 

Yet every designer thinks you can spend weeks to explore his or 
her software or multimedia production. 


If they can pay people to answer quizzes about commercials, 


Wait a minute-- WHY DON'T WE DO THAT IN SCHOOLS! 
WHY NOT PAY KIDS TO LEARN? 
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If we paid students to learn, instead of paying teachers to take a 
fixed amount of time, I bet we'd see REAL RESULTS. And 
wouldn't that prepare students for the Real World? 


Everything is interesting. 
We have to force ourselves to think it's not. 


Who says morality doesn't pay? 
Prodigy won't sell their mailing list, so the only way advertisers 
can reach Prodigy subscribers is by paying Prodigy. Neat, huh? 


WHERE IS THE ART? 
Advertising is one of the great art forms of the century. Like 
religious art of the past, it shows us, makes us feel, as we would 
like to be. And interactive advertising will REALLY make us feel 
as we ought to. INCONTROL! We may only have the choices 
they give us, but we'll feel good about it. 


Now, that's art. 


Where Did Everybody Go? 
Indeed, before computers, they had some highly interactive 
components that could be used for advertising of every kind, and 
could be programmed in English-like languages! They were called 
PEOPLE, and rumor has it they are still available. 
In many cases the computer-based interactive system is inferior to 
a rested, friendly person. However, for repetition without 
degradation, as well as for music, sound and video, computer 
systems are cheaper. 


A MILLION LITTLE WORLDS 
If some pundits are right, the new interactive media, especially Big 
Interactive Video, will replace the existing consensus world, and 
hundreds of millions of Americans will be clicking and dodging in 
their own unique worlds, lost in subcultures and special interests of 
which others know nothing. Everyone will be on the Me Channel, 
alone each person in a different world, knowing less and less about 
others and their experiences. 
Is this likely? Is it bad? No, and perhaps not. We already live 
isolated together in many ways. Each of us already lives in a 
customized infosphere; this makes it more explicit, but does not 
necessarily breed ignorance or cruelty. On the contrary, with the 
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ability to explore quickly and widely, our experiences and 
humanity may just be enhanced. 


THE VARIETY of Interactive Advertising 
has been a big surprise, at least to me. The interconnections 
between kiosk and network, disk and database, indicate a wide and 
creative use of new media which is quite typical of the advertising 
commuity in the past. 


It is very unlikely that Big Interactive Video will take the whole 
cake, or even collect tribute by being at the center, as they want so 
much to do. 








